Thus, Sephardic studies are often not limited to "true Sephardim"-and this does not refer to the expression Samekh-]et, sometimes interpreted as "Sefaradi fahot'' (pure Sephardi). For that reason, this article deals with reference sources to Sephardic studies in the broader sense, namely, cov-· ering issues related not only to the Jews of the Iberian peninsula and their descendants, but also to those of the Middle East and North Africa (for the same period of time). Not cited here are sources that deal generally with the Jews, the Middle East, North Africa, or the Iberian peninsula.
The purpose of this paper is to examine some of the main reference sources for Sephardic studies-it is not intended to cover the whole field and be exhaustive. It is, however, difficult to choose a small number of definitive reference works in the field because of the wide, and somewhat vague, definition chosen here for Sephardic studies. Most reference sources are regionally or linguistically based, and while there are some that cover the whole of North Africa, there are others of a more limited scope, which deal only with one country-Greece or Yemen, for example. Some compilers published updates to their reference works under different titles; these are treated here as multi-volume sets, because the method that the various tools use is basically the same-they differ only in the publication periods covered and in their titles.
The reference works are discussed under the following category headings. An alphabetical list of bibliographic references follows the text of the paper. The work has five parts: Sephardic experience: where it happened, when it happened; Annotated bibliography; Media selections; Resources: people, places, experiences; Author index.
The first part is subdivided by place or subject. It opens with the Sephardic experience in the Americas, and goes on to the Balkans and other countries. It includes sections on Christopher Columbus, the conversos, Sephardic literature, MuslimJewish relations, and Sephardic-Ashkenazi relations. Each topic is divided into subsections that cite articles, nonfiction books, literature, series, and classroom materials (not all forms appear in all subject categories). Entries in this part include only the author's name and the title of the work.
The second part-annotated bibliography-is divided by form into articles, books, classroom materials, literature, and series. Entries are arranged alphabetically by author; each includes a bibliographic reference as well as a short annotation (between one and five lines). The form of presentation of the work entails an obvious repetition; the two parts could have been combined.
The next part lists media selections (videos, 16 mm films, filmstrips, and slides). They are listed alphabetically by title, including length, date, type, audience, ordering information, and a short annotation. The directory of resources lists organizations from which one can get speakers and entertainers, print materials, and exhibitions. This directory, along with the list of periodical publications, helps one to locate further information.
The lack of a subject index makes it difficult to locate subjects that do not have a heading in the classified section. Although somewhat repetitive and inclined to the popular, this work covers a wide range of materials and guides the user to further information. Singerman was aware of the fact that the wide-ranging nature of the material presented special problems of classification, since no item was entered in his bibliography more than once, even if it dealt with several subjects. He preferred the regional aspect of a work over its general subject (for example: a work on expulsion from a certain area is classified in the section dealing with this region and not in the more general section dealing with the expulsion). This bibliography focuses on all the JudeoRomance languages attested before the expulsions of the Jews from France and the Iberian peninsula (with the exception of Judezmo) and thus does not include Judeo-Romance languages created after the sixteenth century. It deals with JudeoLatin, ltalo-, Gallo-, Ibero-and RhaetoRomance, but not with Castilian, which is dealt with by Bunis. For the sake of brevity, whenever synthetic works (definitive studies discussing and summarizing earlier partial ones) were available for a given topic, Wexler rarely gave earlier entries.
The bibliography includes 1,653 entries in six parts: comparative Judeo-Romance; Judeo-Latin; Judeo-ltalo-Romance; JudeoGallo-Romance; Judeo-lbero-Romance; and Judeo-Rhaeto-Romance, as well as an index of authors and anonymous articles. All parts ( except the last) include the subcategories bibliographies, general discussions, texts, terminology, and dialects. Entries in Hebrew-a minority-are cited in Hebrew script and are intermixed with those in Roman script, i.e., they are filed as if they were Romanized. The comparative element is quite strong, including nonRomance Jewish languages, such as Yiddish. Included also are converso dialects. There is no subject index, and so one has to rely on the bibliography's arrangement for access to topics.
II. The Sephardic Diaspora
Since 'eret, 737-739 (1977-1979) : 'Im Hashlamot, 734-736 (1974 -1976 The structure of most of these bibliographies is similar. They are divided into general sources on the region followed by sections on each country; some include regions outside the Middle East and North Africa. Those on the Middle East and North Africa are further subdivided by form and topic (e.g., reference works, literature, halakhah, published primary sources, language, arts, and popular literature). Within each section works are listed alphabetically by author and then by title for anonymous works, starting with works in the Hebrew alphabet and followed by those in the Roman alphabet. The author index is also divided into Hebrew and Roman-character sequences.
The 1973 work, with 5,741 entries, and the 1993 work, with 10,062 entries, are arranged only by region and country, but their indexes help one to 'locate materials on specific topics. The 1973 work has three types of indexes: named persons, places, and subjects. Each entry number is preceded by a letter indicating to which regional section it belongs (e.g., L = Libya,
The 1993 work has separate author and subject indexes in Hebrew and Roman scripts, i.e., a total of four alphabetic sequences. The subject indexes feature at the bottom of each page the range of entry numbers for each country in order to facilitate the location of materials relevant to a specific country. These arrangements are somewhat cumbersome, forcing one to go back and forth between the index and the bibliography-one might instead scan certain parts from beginning to end. The 1980 work does not have a subject index. The topical subdivision for each section facilitates location of specific topics within geographical boundaries, but it makes the work look quite split-up. Despite some flaws, these bibliographies include a wealth of material and are indispensable for research on Judaism and Jews in the Middle East and North Africa.
A more selective bibliography is: All the entries are in Roman script: most are in Ladino, but there are also titles in other languages, e.g., English and Hebrew. In the Romanized data diacritics are included, but alef and 'ayin are not distinguished. The largest part of the catalog by far is the first, in which the entries are arranged by author/title. The second part has them arranged by subject, and the third by imprint. Thus, many entries are cited two or three times. In addition to bibliographic data, the entries include the local call number as well as reproduction data (i.e., availability of microforms). The inclusion of full information in the subject and imprint indexes is quite helpful-but it has almost doubled the size of the publication. This work is basically a reproduction of the same bibliographic records in three sequences: main entry, subject, and imprint. 
V. Electronic Databases
Sefarad is an electronic monthly newsletter edited by Yitzchak Kerem; it has appeared regularly since 1991. The newsletter includes a lot of current information on events related to Sephardic studies-from scholarly publications and data on conferences to musical pertormances and exhibitions. Each issue usually has the following sections: future Sephardic events, Sephardic events of the current month, past events, publications, music, films, calls for papers, announcements, news, and eulogies. The information in the various issues is somewhat repetitive; numerous entries appear more than once (as future, current, and past events). The reader has to scan through a lot of data, some of which are only tangentially related to Sephardic studies. Readers are asked to send information on their activities or those known to them in their communities or institutions. Sefarad has started to publish book reviews, and intends to publish full papers.
To subscribe, send an e-mail message to: listserv@israel.nysernet.org
Then type in the message area: subscribe sefarad FirstName LastName
Conclusion
The last two decades have witnessed tremendous growth in the scope of Sephardic studies. The horizons have widened far beyond the classical denotation of the field: poetry, philosophy, religious studies, language, and history of the Jews of the Iberian peninsula. In addition to these, there is now a growing focus on social studies of the Sephardic diaspora and the creative work of the Sephardim, and more sources are considered worthy of research. As a result, more regions and communities are included in the field; they are studied individually and comparatively, as part of one heterogenous entity subject to varied influences and conditions. Furthermore, there are simply more scholars in the field than there used to be, and specialized research centers have developed, mainly in Israel, France, and the U.S.
All these developments have led to a vast growth in the number and variety of publications in Sephardic studies. Consequently, specialized reference sources are even more crucial than they were in the past, since it is becoming increasingly difficult to keep abreast of developments in the field. As a result, there is a conspicuous growth in the number of reference works, many of which have been published in Israel and the U.S. by researchers and librarians. Future reference sources should combine the searching, organizing, and indexing abilities of information specialists and reflect the needs and work habits of researchers. Quantity, though important, is not the only criterion: data should be made accessible through accurate citation, proper internal arrangement, and generous, intelligent indexing.
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